
 

“Open Hearts,  

Open Minds, 

Open Doors.” 

The Martin & Shelbyville CONNECTION 

Newsletter for Martin & Shelbyville UMC 

 November 1, 2024 – Volume 4, Number 15 

In Case You are Wondering: 

Things That Pastor Maggie Loses Sleep Over: Looking Ahead to 2025 
Dear Beloved Church Family, 
 

As we approach the end of 2024, it’s a natural time for reflection and anticipation. This 
month, as we celebrate the blessings of the past year, I also want us to look forward to the 
possibilities that 2025 holds for our church community. Together, we have accomplished 
much, but there are important concerns we need to address as we move ahead. 
 

Food Pantry Viability - One of our most cherished missions is our food pantry, which serves 
those in need within our community. However, we face a pressing question: how long can 
this vital service continue without a dedicated coordinator? The food pantry not only provides 
nourishment but also embodies our commitment to loving our neighbor. I urge each of you to 
pray for guidance and consider if you or someone you know might step into this role. 
Together, we can ensure that this mission continues to thrive and meet the needs of our 
community. 
 

Connecting with Our Youth - Our youth are the future of our church, yet we must ask 
ourselves: how do we connect with them effectively? In a rapidly changing world, their needs 
and interests evolve. It’s essential for us to engage with them in meaningful ways, whether 
through mentorship, activities, or simply listening to their voices. Let’s brainstorm together 
how we can create a vibrant youth ministry that not only draws them in but also nurtures their 
faith.  We must continue to engage with them as teenagers.   
 

Stewardship and Finances - As we evaluate our financial stewardship, we must consider 
whether we are giving appropriately to support the work of our church. Are we generous in 
our giving, not just in financial terms, but with our time and talents? Reflecting on our 
personal contributions can help us understand how we can further God’s mission through our 
collective efforts. Let’s commit to supporting our churches ministries wholeheartedly as we 
prepare for the new year. 
 

Attendance and Community Engagement - As we reflect on our attendance this year, it’s 
encouraging to see familiar faces as well as new ones joining our congregation. However, we 
must consider how we can increase our attendance and make our gatherings more inviting. 
Are we reaching out to those who may be searching for a spiritual home? I encourage each of 
you to invite friends and family to join us as we worship together. A thriving church is one 
where everyone feels welcome and valued 
 

Multimedia and Volunteer Support - In our increasingly digital age, the importance of 
multimedia in our worship services cannot be overstated. We are looking for volunteers who 
are willing to participate in the filming of our live services, manage sound, and assist with 
other technical aspects. If you have skills in videography, sound engineering, or simply a 
passion for helping in this area, please consider stepping forward. Your involvement can 
enhance our worship experience and extend our reach to those who are unable to join us in 
person. 
 

Understanding Evangelism - Evangelism—what does it mean for us today? It’s not just a 
program; it’s a lifestyle. Are we immersing ourselves in God’s work and sharing His love with 
those around us? As we enter 2025, I encourage each of us to redefine what evangelism 
looks like in our lives. It can be as simple as inviting a friend to church or sharing our 
testimonies in everyday conversations. Let’s focus on being active participants in God’s 
mission. 
 

Serving Our Community - Finally, are we actively working in our community? Our church has 
a rich history of service, but as we look ahead, we must seek new ways to engage with those 
around us. Whether through outreach programs, partnerships with local organizations, or 
community events, let’s ensure our presence is felt in meaningful and impactful ways. 
As we close out 2024, I invite you to join me in prayerful consideration of these concerns. 
Let’s come together as a family of believers, united in our mission to serve God and our 
community. With faith in our hearts and a commitment to action, I believe we can make 2025 
a year of growth, connection, and transformation. 
 

Blessings to each of you, Pastor Maggie 

November 3, 2024 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $2,208.67 

               Food Pantry: $30.00 

                Local Mission: $30.00 

Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $2,625.00 
Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 27 

Martin UMC: 

Worship: 59 

Office Hours: 

Closed Monday, Tuesday thru Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

In Case You Are Wondering 

November 17, 2024 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $672.21  

                     Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $883.00 

Building:  $ 

Food Pantry:  $212.00 
                        Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 32 

Martin UMC: 

Worship: 46 

 

November 24, 2024 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $1,404 

Food Pantry:  $200.00 

Building:  $40.40 

                    Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $940.00 
Special Offering: $40.00 

Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 42 

Martin UMC: 

Worship:   47   

 

November 10, 2024 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $985.21 

                 Food Pantry: $125.00 

Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $1,399.00 

Food Pantry: $25.00 
Building Fund:  $20.00 

Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 40 

Martin UMC: 

Worship: 56 

 



   

  

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

Every Sunday following the 

Children’s Sermon! 

Martin UMC  
Sunday School  
For ALL ages! 

11:00 a.m. 
Please join us! 

 

Did you know that you can 

give thru our website?  Go 
to martinumc.org or 

shelbyvilleumc.org for 

more information. 

Youth Pizza with Pastor Maggie 
Middle School and High School Students  

December 1, 2024 
3:00 p.m. BC Pizza - Plainwell 

Martin UMC 

Parking Lot Project 

COMING SOON! 

Start contributing now – 

tax season is right 

around the corner.   



 

Important Dates 

• December 1, 2024 – 3:00 p.m. Pizza 

with Pastor Maggie – BC Pizza in 

Plainwell 

• December 4, 2024 – Advent Study at 

Martin – In person only at 1:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 p.m.  

• December 5, 2024 – Knit, Pray, Crochet 

– 10:30 a.m. MUMC Fellowship Hall 

• December 7, 2024 – Martin Holiday 

Craft Show – Brandon Elementary 

• December 13, 2024 – Missions Meeting 

– 11:30 a.m.  

• December 18, 2024 - Advent Study at 

Martin – In person only at 1:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 p.m.  

• December 19, 2024 – Knit, Pray, 

Crochet – 10:30 a.m. MUMC Fellowship 

Hall 

• December 21, 2024 – Community 

Breakfast – Martin 8:00 a.m – 10:00 

Martin 

• December 23, 24 & 25 – Office is closed 

• December 24, 2024 – Candlelight 

Christmas Eve Service – 7:00 p.m. 

Martin 

• December 31, 2024 – Office closed 

• January 1, 2024 – Office closed  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Let’s Talk About Body Language 

In our daily interactions, we often communicate more through our body language than our words. 
Understanding these non-verbal cues can enhance our connections with one another, helping us to foster a 
more loving and supportive community. 

What is Body Language? 
Body language encompasses a range of physical behaviors, including gestures, posture, facial expressions, 
and eye movements. These signals can convey feelings and attitudes that words might not fully express. 
For example, a warm smile can convey friendliness, while crossed arms might suggest defensiveness or 
discomfort. 

The Power of Eye Contact 
One of the most significant elements of body language is eye contact. It can express interest, attention, and 
sincerity. However, the absence of eye contact may indicate disinterest or discomfort. In contrast, an eye 
roll—a common reaction in various situations—often communicates annoyance, disbelief, or frustration. 
While it may seem like a lighthearted gesture, it can signal underlying tension and hurt the feelings of 
others. 

The Meaning Behind Sighs 
Sighing is another form of non-verbal communication that can convey a multitude of emotions. A sigh can 
express relief, frustration, or even sadness. In a church setting, a sigh might arise during a discussion about 
a challenging topic, indicating the weight of the conversation. Recognizing these sighs can remind us to 
approach one another with compassion and understanding. 

Examples of Negative Body Language 
1. Crossed Arms: This gesture often signals defensiveness or closed-off attitudes. It can make the 

person appear unapproachable. 
2. Frowning or Scowling: Negative facial expressions can convey displeasure, frustration, or 

disapproval, impacting the mood of a conversation. 
3. Tapping Fingers or Feet: Restlessness can indicate impatience or anxiety, suggesting that the 

person is not fully present in the moment. 
4. Turning Away: Physically turning one’s body away from someone can signal a desire to 

disengage or a lack of interest in the interaction. 
5. Fidgeting: Constantly adjusting clothing or playing with objects can indicate nervousness or 

discomfort, which may distract from the conversation. 
6. Closed Hands or Fists: Clenching hands can signify anger or frustration, while open hands are 

typically seen as more welcoming and approachable. 
Being aware of these negative body language cues can help us adjust our own behaviors and better 
interpret the feelings of others, leading to more meaningful and constructive interactions. 
 
Fostering Community Through Awareness 
Being mindful of body language can significantly enhance our relationships. As we gather for worship and 
fellowship, let’s pay attention to the unspoken messages around us. A kind word paired with open body 
language—such as uncrossed arms and a relaxed posture—can create an inviting atmosphere. 

Let’s strive to communicate not only with our words but also with our actions and expressions. By being 
aware of our own body language and interpreting the cues of others, we can nurture a church community 
that is truly welcoming and supportive. 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Maggie 

 
 



 

Why So Many Projects at Christmas? 
 

As the holiday season approaches, many Methodists and Christians embrace the spirit of giving and service. This time of year, 

marked by celebrations of love and joy, also calls us to reflect on the needs of our neighbors and the broader community. The 

commitment to serve others during the holidays is deeply rooted in our faith and traditions. 
 

A Call to Serve - In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus teaches us about the importance of serving others: “For I was hungry and you 

gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in” (Matthew 

25:35). This passage reminds us that serving those in need is not just an act of kindness; it is a fundamental expression of our 

faith. 

Methodists, in particular, are guided by the principles of social justice and compassion. The teachings of John Wesley, the 

founder of the Methodist movement, emphasize the importance of practical faith—faith that is lived out through acts of service 

and love for others. Wesley famously stated, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all 

the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.” This philosophy inspires many to 

take action, especially during the holiday season. 
 

The Joy of Giving - The holidays can often be a time of excess and consumerism, but for Christians, it is an opportunity to 

refocus on what truly matters: love, compassion, and community. By engaging in service, we not only help those in need but also 

enrich our own lives. The act of giving fosters a sense of connection and fulfillment, reminding us of the blessings we have 

received.  In Acts 20:35, we are reminded: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” This message encourages us to look 

beyond our own needs and desires, nurturing a spirit of generosity that reflects Christ’s love. 
 

Community Impact - Whether through food drives, toy collections, or volunteer work, our efforts during the holidays have a 

profound impact on our communities. Programs like the Christmas Giving Tree exemplify this commitment, providing gifts and 

essential items to those who may otherwise go without. Each act of service is a tangible expression of hope and love, 

illuminating the lives of individuals and families during a season that can be challenging for many. 
 

As we enter this holiday season, let us carry the spirit of giving in our hearts. Let us remember the words of Galatians 6:2: “Carry 

each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.” By serving others, we not only honor our faith but also 

embody the true meaning of the holidays—bringing light, love, and hope to those around us. 

May our efforts inspire others to join in this mission of service, creating a ripple effect of compassion that extends beyond the 

holiday season. Together, let’s make this a season of giving that reflects the heart of Christ in all we do!   

 

Blessings, Pastor Maggie 
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