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M A R T I N  A N D  S H E L B Y V I L L E  U M C ’ S  

Joyful Notes 
 

OCTOBER 2018 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR SEAN:  
“Solitude is a chosen separation for refining your soul. Isolation is what you crave when you neglect the first.”  

                                        Wayne Cordeiro, Leading on Empty: Refilling Your Tank and Renewing Your Passion 
    On June 13 of this year I was involved in a motorcycle accident when the driver of the car did not see me and pulled out 

in front of me. I had no idea when I was getting scooped up off the road by the paramedics that I would be in the intensive 

care unit and Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital for a month. Nor did I have any idea that it would take me 12 to 18 

months before I would be back to “normal.” My life would be turned inside out for a while, but God was going to teach 

me some valuable lessons during this journey. 

 One of the most significant things that I came to understand was the extreme blessing of pastoral care. Like the 

quote above indicates, solitude is most often a chosen time of separation. I have often espoused the benefits of regular 

times of solitude. In fact, every day in my day planner I write “planning and solitude” as the second highest priority of my 

day. I believe in spiritual retreats and times of intentional aloneness to be able to connect more deeply with God. 

However, the period of solitude in the hospital was not chosen. And although I was blessed with friends and family who 

came to visit me, there were lasting periods of isolation that were difficult for me. It was during those times that the 

pastoral care efforts of my family members in the communities of faith I have the privilege of serving, carried me through. 

 Many years ago when I was still in college, I received the gift of a fountain pen from a friend. Since that day, I 

have collected many more fountain pens and have used them all in my card and letter writing ministry over the years. I 

love to send little notes. I find blessing and joy in sending them. But I had no idea how much the little notes and cards that 

I would receive while in the hospital would bless me.  I have never in my life received so many hand-written thoughts of 

encouragement, inspiration, prayer, concern, sorrow, and joy.  Almost on a daily basis I would receive a stack of colorful 

envelopes of all shapes and sizes. Opening them was one of the highest points of every day for me. 

 In addition, so many friends and family came to visit me in the hospital. Over the past 25 years that I have had the 

privilege of serving as a pastor, I have made countless hospital visits. However, never having been on the receiving end of 

such visits, I had no real idea of what a blessing an encouraging visit from the outside world could and did mean. There 

have been times where my schedule has been quite pressed and I have put off a hospital call or two, surrendering it to a 

seemingly more urgent task. Knowing now what I know about the blessing of a brief conversation and prayer, pastoral 

care through visitation will be an even higher priority and probably for me. 

 So I want to thank all of my immediate family, church family, friends and acquaintances, for their continued 

inspiration and care for me as I continue to work toward total recovery and healing. I have the best job in the world and 

serve the greatest people ever. You are truly amazing. Thank you. 

Your Grateful Pastor, Sean 

 

 Martin United Methodist Church 

              969 E. Allegan St.    PO Box 154 

          Martin, MI  49070 

          Worship: 9:30a.m 

 

                             Patsy Hoekstra 

                     Administrative Assistant 

              269-672-7097 

     martinumc@sbcglobal.net 

 

           Office Hours: Tuesday–Thursday - 8-3 

              Closed noon to 1pm for lunch 

http://www.martinumc.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6111065
mailto:martinumc@sbcglobal.net


SHELBYVILLE CHURCH NEWS 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

CANCER: Shirley VanderPloeg    John Jurkowski  

MEDICAL ISSUES: Jeff Oldebeken         Norma Boyle      John Buskirk  

Daryl VandenPloeg          Russ Warner            Bob Wieck     Dina Goodrich  

        

DATES TO REMEMBER:          

1. Administrative Council Meeting  

October 3, 2018, 6pm 

2. United Methodist Women              

  Wednesday, October 10, 10am 

             Potluck at noon – all invited! 
 

MARTIN CHURCH NEWS  
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
CANCER:  John Jurkowski        Ted Mattingly Jr      Dana Hall            Judy Straub 

Don Solomon      Rainer Zacher 

HEALTH ISSUES: Loyal Boulter    Candy Collier   Aaron Steensma   Jeff Oldebeken    

Sandy Stoken        Trudy Wells       Jason Sherry 

CONCERN:  Ronda Kelly 

 

      OCTOBER 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

7-Landon Wright 

14-Carson Cuba  

21-Abbie Wheeler 

28-Maggie Stoken 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
   We, who are the Martin United 

Methodist Church, are called to be 

disciples of Jesus Christ, committed 

to: 

  *SHARING God's Love   

  *TEACHING the Bible and 

spiritual life 

  *INVITING the community to 

grow and walk with us in 

Christian faith     

*SERVING the needs of our 

neighbors 

 

                       
 

              OCTOBER 

     NURSERY SCHEDULE 

7-Ronda Kelly & Allison Collins 

14-Danelle Wheeler & Javier 

     Guevara 

21-Kristin Ash & Matthew 

     Northrup 

28-Mary Jo Ash & Allison  

     Collins 
 

Monthly Loose Change 
Second Sunday of the month 

 Offering Designated for 

the Food Pantry 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, October 7 
            

 

              OCTOBER 

   VIDEO SCHEDULE 

7-Kristin Ash 

14-Kristin Ash 

21-Kim Haveman 

28-Kristin Ash 

 
 

MARTIN UMC 
COMMUNITY BREAKFAST 
  Third Saturday every month!  

October 20 
7:30am to 10am  

Pumpkin Pancakes 
Proceeds to Food Pantry 

   
    If you choose to 

participate please use 

the envelope that will 

be in the bulletins. 

If you would like a 

name added or removed 

from the prayer list, 

please notify the 

Church Office.  

 

 

     The mission of the Shelbyville 

United Methodist Church is to provide 

a warm, loving environment in which 

to worship the Lord, and to educate 

and reach out to others in our 

community. 

PRAYER & PRAISE 

TEAM 
If you add someone to the 

prayer list and you would like 

them to receive a card from the 

church please submit the 

address to the church office. 

SHUT IN: Please 

send her a note 

    Dorothy Warner 

    Stanford Lodge 

    405 Naomi St. 

    Plainwell MI

 49080 



       OCTOBER  

     ACTIVITIES 
   

 

 

     FOOD PANTRY NEED 

Double Load of Food  

Friday, October 5, 10:15am  
  We need help unloading, 

stocking, and dividing the food. 

  Can you help? 

 

SHELBYVILLE UMW 

FOOD DRIVE  

soup  

 
MARTIN UMC  

Monthly Loose Change Offering  

Sunday, October 14  

Noisy Can offering for 

the Food Pantry.  

 
COMMUNITY BREAKFAST  

Saturday, Oct. 20  

7:30 -10am  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday, 11am 

Class for all ages! 

Classes will be led by: 

Methodist class:  

Gordon Ash 

Elementary:  

Kristin & Mary Jo Ash   

Middle & High School:  

Laura Foster 

 

Thirsty Thursday is an 

intimate in-home  

Bible study with good 

conversation and 

refreshments.   

All are invited to attend.   
10am @ Shelbyville UMC   

7–9 pm @ Pastor Sean’s home 

September 13-October 4  

Living Faithfully 
(A Four-Week Study on Human 

Sexuality and the United 

Methodist Church) 

SHELBYVILLE CHOIR 

Sundays, 9:30am 

 
 

THIRSTY THURSDAY 
October 11- November 15 

Love Like You Never Been 
Hurt: Hope, Healing and the 

Power of an Open Heart 
All are invited to attend.   

10am @ Shelbyville UMC   
7ăL¤¡ S ct§¨£¦ fxt¢Ĉ§ {£¡x 

 

 
Adult Sunday School  

A four week study begins 
October 21 

Being led by  
Linda Hausserman  

Held in the Stephens Room 
downstairs at 11am on 

Sundays 
 

See the website for 
Trunk or Treat 

information  

 

 
PATH Community Walk-2016 

WHEN: October 7, 2018 
@ 2:00 pm ï 4:00 pm 

 
WHERE: First United 
Methodist in Plainwell 

 
COST: Pledges for Christian 

Neighbors 
 

CONTACT: DEB BONIFACE 
269-672-7914 

 

ANNUAL CHARGE 
CONFERENCE 

Sunday, October 14 
@ Shelbyville UMC 

Staff Parish Relations 
Committee @ 4pm 

Conference @ 4:30pm 
 

Join us in celebrating 
Don & Anitaôs  

50th anniversary 
Saturday, October 6 

2-5pm 
Don & Anitaôs backyard 

964 E. Allegan St. 
Martin  

Park in Martin UMC or 
Brandon Elementary 

parking lots  
NO GIFTS-just come 
and have fun with us! 


